




  

Directions.  In the space below draw the image that comes to 

mind when you think of a cow hunter.   

Not sure what a cow hunter is?  That is okay!  Draw your best 

guess. 

Hint: what do the words cow and hunter make you  

picture in your mind?   

Use Your Imagination!  
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Use Your Imagination!  

Directions.  Pretend it is the year 1880.  What does Florida 

look like?  Use the space below to draw what you think the Florida 

landscape looked like in 1880. 
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Cattle Ranching & Cow Hunters  

What do you imagine when you think about Florida?  Do you picture 

sunny beaches?  What about a theme park or even some orange 

trees?  These are all iconic images of our state.   

Another iconic image of Florida you might not know about is cattle 

ranching.  Cattle ranching is the practice of raising and  

herding cows across a large amount of land. 

Fun Fact! 

How did cows get to Florida?  Experts think 

the first cows were brought here by Spanish 

explorers in 1521.  That is almost 500 years 

agoΗ   

Raising cattle became an important way of 

life for many people, including the Seminole 

Tribe and the settlers who moved to Florida in 

the 1800s. 

In the 1700s, a 

Seminole leader 

was nicknamed 

Cowkeeper! 
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A cow hunter, sometimes called a  

Cracker cowboy, is a person who finds 

and herds Florida cattle.  Does the cow 

hunter you imagined on page one look 

anything like the one pictured to the 

right?  

Why were cow hunters needed to find 

cattle?  Florida law did not require 

ranchers to have a fence.  The ñno 

fenceò law meant that cows could roam 

freely across the state.   

Cow hunters rode horses across Florida 

scrub land, marshes, and even beaches 

to herd cattle. 

Fun Fact! 

When cow hunters snapped their whips overhead it made a loud cracking 
sound, which is where the name ñcrackerò comes from.  
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Once cow hunters rounded up the correct cattle 

they would take them to be exported.  Most 

cattle was shipped out of the state by boat until 

1908 when they were shipped out by train.  

How did cow hunters know they werenôt taking 

cattle that belonged to someone else?  Each cow 

had a brand.  Cattle brands are unique symbols 

used to show ownership.   

Sometimes it could be dangerous to be a cow hunter.  

They traveled in all kinds of weather, including extreme 

heat and rain.  They might also encounter wildlife (like 

panthers) or cattle thieves.  Cattle thieves, also called 

cattle rustlers, stole cattle. 

Cattle ranching is still practiced in Florida today 

and there are over 886,000 heads of cattle in our 

state*. 

ϝ{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ¢ƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ .ŜŜŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

Fun Fact! 

A new law was 

created in 1949 

which required 

ranchers to fence 

in their cattle. 

Start 

End 

Directions.  Help the Cow 

Hunter find the cow.  
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Cow Hunter Maze  
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1. Whatôs going on in this picture? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you see that makes you say that? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

3. What more can you find? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Directions.  Examine the image on this page.  Use your  

observations to answer the questions below.  

Be a Detective!  

vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘŜƭƭŀƴƛ !Ǌǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ 



с 

L
Ƴ
ŀ
Ǝ
Ŝ
 
/
ƻ
ǳ
Ǌ
ǘ
Ŝ
ǎ
ȅ
 
ƻ
Ŧ
 
I
ŀ
ǘ
Ƙ
ƛ
 
¢
Ǌ
ǳ
ǎ
ǘ

 

1. Whatôs going on in this picture? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you see that makes you say that? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

3. What more can you find? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Directions.  Examine the image on this page.  Use your  

observations to answer the questions below.  

Be a Detective!  
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Science Corner:  

Symbiosis  

Did you know that living things in the same 

environment can form a relationship with 

each other?  The close relationship between 

living things is called symbiosis.   

 

There are three types of symbiotic relationships; they are mutualism,  

commensalism, and parasitism. 

An oxpecker lands on a zebra and eats the ticks living on 
the zebra.  The oxpecker benefits by getting food and the 
zebra benefits by being free of ticks.  

LƳŀƎŜ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 

/ƻƳǇƭŜȄ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ 

Mutualism 

Mutualism: both living things benefit from this  
relationship.   
 

LƳŀƎŜ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŎŀ 

Commensalism: only one living thing benefits. 
 
Example: remora fish and sharks.  

The remora fish will attach itself to a shark and eat any leftover 
food that the shark doesnôt eat.  The remora fish benefits by 
getting food.  This relationship does not hurt the shark. 

Commensalism 

LƳŀƎŜ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŎŀ 

Parasitism 

Parasitism: only one living thing benefits while the 
other living thing is harmed by the relationship. 
 
Example: ticks and dogs.  

Ticks live on dogs in order to feed on their blood.  The tick 
benefits by getting food and the dog is harmed because 
the tick can cause pain and even disease. 
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Relationship Status  

Directions.  Identify the type of symbiotic relationship between each  

living thing pictured below.  State whether the relationship is an example of  

mutualism, commensalism, or parasitism. 

Cattle & Screwworm Larvae 

A screwworm (a type of fly) lands on a cow and lays 
eggs in an open wound on the cow.  The screwwormôs 
larvae (pictured) eat the cowôs skin and muscle. 

Relationship: ________________________ 

Cracker Cattle & Egrets 

When cattle move across the field they stir up insects 
from the earth.  As a result, foraging for food is easier 
for egrets (a type of bird). 

Relationship: ________________________ 

!ŎǝǾƛǘȅ LƳŀƎŜǎ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ aŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

Saw Palmetto & Toads 

A toad moves under the saw palmetto and eats a 
cricket.  If the cricket hadnôt been eaten by the toad it 
would have damaged the leaves of the saw palmetto. 

Relationship: ________________________ 

Saw Palmetto & Gopher Tortoise 

The saw palmetto produces fruit that the gopher  
tortoise eats.  As the gopher tortoise travels, it  
passes the plant seeds in its poop and from the 
seeds grows more saw palmetto. 

Relationship: ________________________ 

Gopher Tortoise & Toads 

The gopher tortoise digs holes that later get used 
by toads and other animals like opossums and 
snakes. 

Relationship: ________________________ 






























