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Executive Summary

Environmental Services, Inc., of Jacksonville, Florida conducted a Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Survey for
Manatee Burying Grounds located at the Manatee Village Historical Patk in Bradenton, Florida. The objectives of
this project were to create a Master Preservation Plan, Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Survey and digital map for
the 1850 Manatee Burying Grounds. All work was intended to comply with Section 106 of the Nattional Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended) as implemented by 36 CFR 800 (Protection of Historic Properties), Chapter 267
F.S. and the minimum field methods, data analysis, and reporting standards embodied in the Florida Division of
Historic Resources’ Historic Compliance Review Program (November 1990). All work also conformed to the professional
guidelines set forth in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archacology and Historic Preservation (48 FR
4416). Field survey methods complied with Chapter 1A-46 Florida Administrative Code. The GPR Survey was conducted
in general accordance with ASTM D-6432 (Standard Guide for Using the Surface Ground Penetrating Radar Method
for Subsurface Investigation).

The Manatee Burying Ground Master Preservation Plan introduction looks at the initiation of the Preservation Plan
and provides a context for how the plan began.

During the survey, Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) documented hyperbolic features indicative of suspected
historical grave like features or signs of previous excavations. 229 possible grave features were located within the
boundary of Manatee Burying Grounds. 94 of these grave features were recorded during a 1976 survey of the burying
ground by a 4-H Group. According to the RFP, as of 2016, one-third of the 94 graves were missing.

Additionally, this project was also required to produce an interactive digital map, providing location information and
known genealogical information of those interred in Manatee Burying Ground.
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Introduction

“Cemeteries are outdoor museums. Every tombstone has a story to tell.”

Phaedra Carter, Manatee Village Historical Park Supervisor

Established in ¢.1850, Manatee Burying Ground is located in Bradenton and is the oldest established cemetery
in Manatee County, Florida. It originally served pioneer settlers of the Village of Manatee in what later became
part of the City of Bradenton.

Manatee Burying Ground is 1.92 acres and is bordered by 15% Street East and 6t Avenue East (Figure 1). The
property is owned and maintained by the City of Bradenton, with public access and programming made available
through the Manatee Village Historical Park and Manatee County Historical Commission, Inc. In 2018, the
Historical Park and City jointly pursued grant funding through the Florida Division of Historical Resources for
a comprehensive master plan for the Manatee Burying Ground.

As noted in the Request for Proposals, the

1.92-acre site is now in the middle of an urban landscape, edged on two sides by highways and on
the third side by a public school. It is subject to vandalism and poor maintenance. Recently
vandals opened a grave exposing human remains. Debate over the responsibility for repairs
emphasized the need for a Preservation Plan. Because historic trees and plants grow in close
proximity to gravesites, some even pushing over tombstones, there is a need for the establishment
of best practices in grounds and grave marker maintenance for the purpose of guiding City of
Bradenton staff, and volunteers who strive to maintain the property. Itis the culmination of these
factors which spurred the Manatee County Historical Commission, Inc. to apply for a grant from
the Florida Department of Historical Resources for the purpose of developing a survey and master
plan to ensure preservation of the historic cemetery. An additional component of the grant
funded project is to develop a webpage with a digital map of the 1850 Manatee Burying Grounds
and supporting historical information.

The Historic Resources Staff for Environmental Services, Inc. of Jacksonville, Florida, coordinated these efforts and
compiled data for final reporting purposes. The objectives of this project were to conduct a Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) Survey, create a digital map for the 1850 Manatee Burying Grounds for use on the Manatee Historical
Village Website, and create a Master Preservation Plan.

The purpose of the GPR Survey was to document hyperbolic features representative of potential historic grave like
features or signs of previous excavation. Potential graves were identified post-processing by applying filtering,
background removal, stacking, and other digital signal processing techniques to the GPR data by a Professional
Geologist trained and certified in GPR. These features were projected on a planimetric map consisting of wither CAD
or geospatial figures indicating the location of possible archaeologic burial grounds.

A preservation plan for a historic cemetery is a working document intended to be a tool for local staff to use as
a guide for both everyday maintenance and future management and interpretation efforts. Additionally, a



cemetery master plan provides all known information about the site in a single location. For all these reasons, a
master plan is not intended to be a static document and should be reviewed and updated on a regular basis.
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